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As part of several actions directed towards the protection of
the forest bordering the Darien National Park, CONAMAR
Foundation arranged a training course for 8 park rangers
that permanently patrol the reserved area of Pifias Bay, with
the Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute (STRI).

This training was carried out during the last week of Febru-
ary at STRI facilities in the Barro Colorado Nature Monu-
ment located in the Panama Canal Watershed, and included
theory instruction complemented with field exercises.

February 2007

Pl'otectlng our forest

*\-ﬂ.nua Fria Mo 1 T
“#Ugate:  THE DARIEN L
'hINTE"AHERIEAM DARIEN f- Parque \""-;._'_
Santa i~ Meteti| & Nacional i
\ T 1 ‘\I'lﬂi Daridgn
v 5 Puarte " teen.en. Alegre r
] Culmba Yaviz \;-" Bocs g Cupe |
o | ml.a Falma Pinagans "«
5\ e h - : '\P.ul ikl
R Sﬂﬁw e svArion)
LB \ “Funln Alagre
‘ Ceres I‘Irr A=
[M PUNTA PATIRO -La Churga ‘55 IIlruli j’
ATUAE RESERVE oo et I
r ] T
Puata Garachiné - S-umgo 1}- "-. &
% ~.
b
p“ir % !
o e e
L . % \COLOMBIA
ay ugrta 1
oy + g‘f'" - Biroguera Y
[ - ——— "
i 15 mi squs \
;3 T km EE:imkEl "L,_. -

BARRO COLORADO NATURE MONUMENT

A

GATUN LAKE




The park rangers were trained in land navigation (map and compass sessions), report presentation,
and were exposed to intensive field sessions in order to develop strategies for follow up and protec-
tion.

They also studied Systematic and Economic Botany, Ecology, conservation of renewable natural re-
sources and bird identification.

The group visited the reforestation work that the firm Ecoforest is carrying out and observed the im-
pact on the community; they also visited the Ecologic Police Station in Gamboa.

The group had the opportunity to learn about
basics aspects of the Barro Colorado Nature
Monument, their forest guards and also about the
duties and obligations of a park ranger in a pro-
tected area.

vol.2, No.2, Year 2 WWW.FConamar.org February 2007
(Pg.2)



1,

LQué es un manglar?
what is @ mangrove?

Back to the city the park rangers visited the Marine Educational Project at Culebra Point to
have a better understanding of the marine species and environment, since the Pifias Bay
Reserve includes coastal marine ecosystems of great importance.

During the closing ceremony February 28, the
participants expressed their satisfaction with the
experience gained and their commitment to put
in practice their knowledge and become multiply-
ing factors within the community.

All the participants completed the objectives of
the training course and received their respective
certificate: Prisciliano Conchavé, Pedro Concep-
cion (front line); Daniel Panezo, Mateo Sanapi,
José Cortez, Justino Catupa, Casildo Martinez
and Ivan Tufion (back line).

Representing STRI at the closing ceremony were
Alejandro Arze, Director of Protection and Secu-
rity, and Alejandro Hernandez, Forest Guards
Supervisor. For CONAMAR Foundation were
present Dalva H. Arosemena, Executive Secre-
tary of the Foundation and Ivan Tufédn, Chief of
Park Rangers.

CONAMAR Foundation and Smithsonian have
scheduled a second phase of the park ranger
training course on site in Darien in order to in-
clude a greater number of participants. .
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